
Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, ranking members 
Kissel and Fishbein and distinguished members of the Judiciary 
Committee:

Being date raped by a gun owner when I was 25 years old was a complete turning point for me. I 
had lived in different parts of the country by then, and now was living just outside of Berkeley, 
CA in an apartment of my own. I thought of myself as pretty street smart and rarely came or 
went by myself after dark. I tended to be pretty cautious as to my surroundings. But this was a 
guy who I had met on the campus at Cal Berkeley. I was working the swing shift at a nearby 
laboratory and somewhere along the way I met Joe.  He and I began dating , I was broke and he 
had money so that we could go out to dinner occasionally. He was a nice enough guy, or so I 
thought. One evening, after dinner, he drove me back to my apartment. We stood by the building 
entry door for long enough to be chilled and I invited him up to my apartment just to finish our 
conversation. I had no intention of having sex with him. We sat on the couch together and were 
kissing, fully clothed, when he began to get physically aggressive. Within minutes, he forced me 
to fellate him and forced himself on me sexually. I was terrified and in a great deal of pain from 
his forceful intercourse. 
Why am I telling you this? Because I was frightened in the moment of course, but by then I knew 
that Joe owned a gun. He kept it in the glovebox in his car should he ever need it. I knew that if I 
refused him that I could be in grave danger. It was a terrifying moment that I have never 
forgotten although that was over 40 years ago. 
Soon after the rape, I left CA and moved to NYC. Within weeks after moving to NYC, who do I 
see on the street? Joe. We greeted each other briefly and I kept walking. I was shocked to see him 
and very frightened. Apparently he had taken a job on Wall Street and was living in NYC as was 
I. Fortunately I never saw him again. 
When I think about Emergency protective orders I think about Joe, I think about my own trauma. 
I think about the victims of gun violence who I helped to stitch up in the Emergency 
Departments in my profession as a Physician Assistant. There is no reason that a rapist or felon 
or one who is known to be a danger to those around him or her should be able to own a gun. 
There is no reason that the weapon should not be able to be removed from his or her possession 
if they are known to be a danger to those around them. 
I speak as both a victim and a medical practitioner and a patient advocate. This is not about the 
2nd amendment. This is about removing dangerous weapons from the hands of dangerous 
people. 

Please support HB 6355 AN ACT CONCERNING RISK PROTECTION ORDERS OR 
WARRANTS.

Thank you, Carol Rizzolo, Guilford, CT


